Special Conditions

The dramatic growth of Shutesbury coupled with the influx of highly educated residents creates a situation in which the Library struggles to meet increased demands for library services.

The population grew from 489 in 1970 to 1,810 in 2000, more than 37 percent, and this growth continues. Many of the Town’s new residents are employed by the Five Colleges in neighboring Amherst, Northampton and South Hadley. The influx of college and university employees has resulted in a large number of residents in town having graduate degrees. 

According to the 2000 census, 38.1 percent of Shutesbury residents have such degrees, compared to 12.9 percent in Franklin County and 13.7 percent in Massachusetts overall. Those with some college or with associate’s degrees number 20.1 percent, and those with a bachelor’s degrees number 24.6 percent. In total, college-educated residents make up 62.7 percent of the population. If you add those with associate’s degrees or some college education, the number jumps to 82.8 percent. Countywide, the number of residents with bachelor’s or graduate degrees is 29.2 percent. Statewide, it is 33.7 percent.

Probably due to the high levels of education, residents of Shutesbury also have higher income levels than the county and state overall, with a median household income as reported in the 2000 census of $60,437. Yet the lack of businesses in town means the town depends largely on property taxes to fund services, and this puts a pinch on low- and fixed-income residents, especially as school costs continue to rise.

While the majority of Shutesbury residents by far travel to neighboring towns for work, there is a significant number of self-employed residents as well, with the figure in the 2000 census listed as 16.6 percent.

The high level of education generally translates to an interest in Library services. (Fifty-four percent indicated in a 2004 town survey that increased Library services were “important” or “very important” to them.) And in fact, residents have been quite supportive of the Library in votes on the Town Meeting floor, passing budget requests, including sums to be placed aside toward a new Library, with little or no discussion. In 2006, with only one voter dissenting, they voted $75,000 to make the current building handicapped accessible and to add a composting toilet. They also passed unanimously a request to authorize the Trustees to proceed with a feasibility study to examine the options for expanding and renovating the currently library or build a new facility.
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